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Summary

Introduction:

The process of identifying appropriate and disordered behavior forms the foun-
dation for all professions that are related to psychological health, but this selec-
tion itself is not an easy thing, and behavior - any behavior - can be understood
from the point of view of psychology as a response to a motif caused by this
behavior. But if we are to judge whether this behavior is appropriate or dis-
turbed, we need a standard or measure to judge according to it.

Interest began to increase in recent years about the necessity that there should
be standards codified due to its importance in the assessment and diagnosis of
problems and behavioral and emotional disorders that may exist among chil-
dren, whether they are normal or of special needs. Despite the attempts and
studies to codify international standards locally, the need is still urgent to regu-
late what can be taken advantage of it of international standards in the diagno-
sis and follow-up or treatment. The scale of adaptive behavior of the American
Association for Mental Retardation established by Lambert, Nihira and Leland
represents one of the most important scales that are established for special
groups in education and rehabilitation institutions, and social welfare institu-
tions. It also was used by categories of normal children (Sadek, 1985, p.1).

The second part of the scale of adaptive behavior ABS-S2 focuses on the social
behavior. The behaviors in the second part were classified into seven areas that
measure the non-adaptive behaviors related to the appearance of personality
and behavioral and emotional disorders and problems (Lambert, etal, 1993, p3.)
Therefore, the existence of this scale in our country provides guides and psy-
chological specialists with a scientific tool that contributes to the effectiveness
of the assessment and diagnosis and the development of curative and rehabilita-
tive programs appropriate for each disabled.

Based on the foregoing and on the grounds that psychological tests in general
and adaptive behavior tests especially play a key role in the assessment, diag-
nosis and classification of people with special needs, the second part of the
scale of adaptive behavior ABS-S2 was selected to be the subject of the current
study. Thus, the subject of current study can be determined in the following:
(Standardization of the AAMR Adaptive Behavior Scale - School Second
Edition "Part Two™ on samples of normal and special needs children, A
field study in Damascus city).
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The Importance of the Study:
The importance of the study springs from the importance of the subject of the
study, and it can be summarized in the following:

1

Although the scale in its current form was used in the study and research in
many countries of the world, but it was not as well as in any Arab country -
within the limits of the researcher's knowledge - so the current study is the
first Arabic study for the second part of the second version of the adaptive
behavior ABS-S2 scale in its form issued in 1993.

The importance of the scale is in the measurement and evaluation of adap-
tive behavior and personal and individual behavioral disorders of age (3-21
years), and the presence of a Syrian form for this scale will enrich the psy-
chometric library with a scale which has its important uses in the evaluation
of individuals, their diagnosis, classification and planning appropriate pro-
grams for rehabilitation and treatment.

The rareness of psychometric codified scales and the need of psychologists
and workers in the institutes and special education centers for using these
scales in the diagnosis of behavioral disorders and forms of social mal-
adaptation in the cases provided to these centers.

The current study also used a wide variety of methods to verify the psy-
chometric properties of the scale (validity and reliability), and it also used
large samples of children, whether in the psychometric study phase or at the
stage of rationing.

The scale which is the subject of the current study also can be used in the
various scientific research purposes related to normal and special needs
people.

Objectives of the study:

The main objective of this study was determined in the preparation of a Syr-
ilan Arab form of the second part of the adaptive behavior scale and ration-
ing it on a sample of normal and the mentally disabled children. To achieve
this goal, the following sub-goals must be achieved:

Extracting semantics of honesty and consistency of the ABS-S:2/P2 scale
and ensuring its suitability for use with normal and mentally disabled chil-
dren in the Syrian environment.

Setting special standards for normal and mentally disabled children, and the
development of standards for each age group included in the rationing sam-
ple, and separate standards for males and females if comparative studies
concluded that there are significant differences between individuals accord-
ing to gender or age.

Studying the differences in performance on the scale according to the varia-
ble of the mental status, gender and age.
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Questions of the Study:
Achieving the objectives of the study requires answering a number of
questions, namely:

1- What indicators of validity of the Syrian form of the ABS-S:2/P2 scale?

2- What indicators of reliability of the Syrian form of the ABS-S:2/P2 scale?

3- What is the form of the legalized scale to which ended the study applied in
the local environment after providing the scientific terms in it?

4- Are there significant differences between the mean scores of normal and
mentally disabled children on ABS-S:2/P2 scale?

5- Are there any statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of the members of the study samples on ABS-S:2/P2 scale due to the varia-
ble of gender?

6- Are there significant differences between the mean scores of the members
of the study samples on ABS-S:2/P2 scale due to the variable of age?

The Method of the Study:
To achieve the objectives of the study and answer its questions, the descriptive
analytical method was used, where the procedures of this approach for the cur-
rent study were represented in two aspects:
Theoretical Aspect:
It was reflected in studying the scale a descriptive analytical study that de-
scribes the emergence of the scale and its development, areas of use, how to
apply and correct it, the results calculation and interpretation, the theoretical
study for some behavioral problems and social measured by standard ABS-
S:2/P2, and refer to the research and studies that used the scale as a theme or a
tool and comparing them with the results the current study will end with, in ad-
dition to the translation of the scale manual, instructions, and items.
Field Aspect:
It was reflected in the selection of exploratory samples that have the same
characteristics of the main sample itself, the application of the scale on it to
make sure of the clarity of instructions and items, the understanding of parents
of it, making adjustments to the items and instructions that are not clear or that
do not fit in its nature or contents with the Syrian Environment, pulling other
samples to conduct studies necessary to verify the psychometric properties of
the scale, pulling basic research sample using the simple random way, and the
application of standard ABS - S2 scale in its final form to answer the research
questions.

The Study Society and Sample:

The original society of the study consists of all students in the first and second

cycles of basic education aged (6-10) years and who were attending official

schools in the province of Damascus for the academic year 2012/2013. It also
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consists of all children with mental disabilities who were in institutions, associ-

ations and special education centers in the province of Damascus, in the same

year and who were aged (6-10) years, the study sample consisted of the follow-
ing samples:

1- Exploratory sample: It consisted of 85 male and female students, of them
(69) students from the normal and (16) of the mentally disabled.

2- Validity and reliability sample: It consisted of (628) male and female stu-
dents, of them (125) students used to verify the psychometric characteristics
of Burks scale to estimate the behavior BBRS which was used as a criterion
for the ABS-S:2/P2 scale, and (503) students were used to study the valid-
ity and reliability of ABS-S:2/P2 scale, of them (426) students from the
normal and ( 77 ) of the mentally disabled.

3- Rationing sample: This sample consisted of (1273) male and female stu-
dents, of them (1170) from the normal and (103) of the mentally disabled,
where the sample of the normals was selected using the simple way. It was
selected from schools of the first and second cycles in the official schools in
the province of Damascus, the sample of mentally disabled was selected in
an intended manner from all institutes and associations and special educa-
tion centers in the province of Damascus.

Tools of the Study:

1- Part Il of the adaptive behavior scale of the American Association of Men-
tal Retardation - a school version - second issue in 1993.

2- The first part of the adaptive behavior scale of the American Association of
Mental Retardation - a school version - second issue in 1993.

3- Burks Behavior Rating Scale (BBRS) prepared by Harold Burks, 1980 edi-
tion.

The limits of the Study:

1- Human limits: the study was applied to normal and mentally disabled stu-
dents aged (6-10) years.

2- Time Limits: The study was implemented in the academic year 2012 /
2013.

3- Place Limits: The study was implemented in public schools of the first and
the second cycles of basic education in the institutes, associations and spe-
cial education centers in the province of Damascus.

Results of the Study:

1- Procedures of studying the psychometric properties of the second part of the
adaptive behavior ABS-S:2/P2 scale in its Syrian modified form showed
that it had a good degree of validity and reliability which made the use and
reliability of its findings in the Syrian environment possible.
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The validity of the second part of the measure of adaptive behavior ABS-
S:2/P2 scale in its Syrian modified form for local use, and the possibility to
trust the results of its application and use to detect social behavior and be-
havioral problems and measure them in children aged (6-10) years, based
on the distribution near to the natural equinoctial distribution of the scale in
its final form .

There were statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
normal and the mentally disabled children on the total score of the ABS-
S:2/P2 scale and its sub-fields, where the differences were in favor of men-
tally disabled children, which means that they have greater behavioral prob-
lems and a decline in the accepted social behavior and compatible with the
standards and social values.

There were statistically significant differences between the mean scores of
normal and mentally disabled males and between the scores of normal and
mentally disabled females on the total degree of ABS-S:2/P2 scale and its
sub - fields, where the differences were in favor of males.

There were no statistically significant differences between the mean scores
of normal and the mentally disabled children on the total score of the ABS-
S:2/P2 scale and its sub-fields due to the variable of age group.

Access to percent standards and ranks special for normal and mentally dis-
abled children, and for each gender separately from the age of 6 years up to
10 years.

Proposals of the Study:

1-

Performing more studies about this scale in order to verify its psychomet-
ric properties and codify it to other age groups, where the measure can be
applied to individuals from the age of 3 years up to 21 years old.

Rationing the scale on mentally disabled children with larger samples for
the derived standards to be reliably accurate, in addition to rationing it to
other categories of people with special needs, where the manual of the scale
mentioned its usefulness and validity for use with other disabilities such as
the emotional disability, autism, learning disabilities and others.

Using the scale for the planning, construction and evaluation of therapeutic
programs for normal or mentally disabled children who suffer from emo-
tional or behavioral problems.

Adoption of the scale by guides and psychologists in regular schools and
special education centers, where they can take advantage of it to give a de-
tailed picture of the social behavior of individuals, and diagnose problems
and behavioral disorders that may appear to have.

Paying more attention to psychological scales and tests in general, and
scales of adaptive behavior in particular, especially in children, by localiz-

\
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ing and adapting them to the local environment in Syria and standardizing
them, and getting benefit from them in various fields.

Finding some kind of coordination and communication with those who are
responsible for the educational process to take advantage of the scale to
help students to identify the behavioral problems that may appear to have
and which may obstructs them from the optimal adaptation to the familial,
social and school environment where they live, and work to diagnose these
problems and develop plans and programs for treatment, something which
can significantly affect the children level of education, and thus the devel-
opment of science and raising its level.

VI



Damascus University
Faculty of Education
Educational and Psychological

Evaluation and Measurement Department

/ Standardization of The AAM®R, Adaptive \
Behavior Scale - School Second Edition "Part Two"
on Samples of Normal and Special Needs Children

\ A Field Study in Damascus City /

A Thesis For Getting Master Degree in Educational and Psychological

FEvaluation and Measurement

prepared by
Ammar Omar AL-Nanaa

Supervised by
Dr. Aziza Abd Alaal Rahmah

Assistant Professor in Educational and Psychological

Evaluation and Measurement Department

1433—-1434 H-A
2012-2013 C-A




